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PREFACE 


Part of our mandate at the Public Archives includ 
federal government records considered worthy of Beltianent eae tor rane 
and research. This present series of preliminary inventories is being published b ae 
Public Records Division to inform researchers and the general public of the ‘apie 
growing extent and increasing variety of such records. ad 


These inventories are termed "preliminary" because not all the material in 


them is at present adequately organized and listed and will therefore be subject to 
revision from time to time. 


Each inventory describes one or more record groups. The term "record group" 
(RG) is used here exclusively to refer to federal government records in the Public 
Archives of Canada. It can be most easily defined as any body of records of the 
federal government of Canada or its predecessors that are organizationally or 
functionally related by administrative continuity. In practical terms this usually 
means that a separate record group is created for each department, branch, or 
agency that maintained at any point during its existence a separate and self- 
contained registry system. The inventory for each record group will contain: 


1) a brief administrative outline of the creating government body or 
bodies; 

2) anote on access regulations; 

3) suggestions for citation of the records; 

4) aseries by series description of the records themselves. 


The records will be organized in a manner that most nearly reflects the evolving 
administrative structure of the creating department, branch, or agency. 


During the period 1951 to 1967 a number of Preliminary Inventories for 
record groups were published. This new series will supersede the older publications. 
In some cases we shall reorganize the whole record group. Others will retain their 
original format but have numerous additions incorporated into them. Most of the 
inventories appearing in this new publication program, however, have never appeared 
in print before. By frequently up-dating the inventories of those groups that receive 
large influxes of new material we will be able to keep the public aware of the 
expanding scope and diversity of our holdings of public records. 


I must express grateful appreciation to the staff members who have worked 
so diligently to organize these inventories and prepare them for publication. 


W.I. Smith, 
Dominion Archivist 
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INTRODUCTION 


Records of the Centennial Commission and other planning agencies for 
Canada's Centennial celebration were transferred to the Public Archives in 1968. 
Included in this material dating from 1960 are central registry files, branch records 
and records of the Commissioner, officials, committees, and other agencies. A 
description of these records follows and detailed file lists and/or card indexes for 
each series are available in the Public Records Division. 


Additional collections of records of agencies connected with the Centennial 
Commission are the Canadian Centenary Council, located in the Manuscripts 
Division (MG 28, 170), and the Canadian Corporation for the 1967 World Exhibition, 
located in the Public Records Division (RG 71). 


Access: All records in this group are available for research. 

Extent: 146.6 m. 

Suggested Citation: Public Archives of Canada, Records of the Centennial 
Commission, RG 69, Vol. 39, file 2-1-59, Centennial 


International Development. Subsequent citation: PAC, RG 
69, Vol. 39, file 2-1-59. 


Joanne Frodsham 
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ADMINISTRATIVE OUTLINE 


Official government planning for the observance of the Centennial of Canada's 
Confederation in 1967 was initiated in November 1959. The ten provincial premiers 
were invited to appoint representatives to a provisional National Committee to work 
out a plan with the federal government. In preparation for this meeting several 
interdepartmental meetings were held under the chairmanship of the Secretary to 
the Cabinet following which four interdepartmental groups were established to look 
into the administrative and financial, historical, cultural, and ceremonial! aspects of 
Centennial planning. 


The inaugural meeting of the National Committee on Canada's Centennial was 
held in Ottawa, 8 February 1960. This Committee agreed on the general objectives 
of the Centennial program and declared its support of the city of Montreal's 
application to the International Bureau of Exhibitions for selection as the site of the 
1967 World's Fair. 


In September 1961 the National Centennial Act was passed providing for the 
establishment of an administrative framework for the federal government's program 
(9-10 Elizabeth II Chap. 60). 


In 1963 the Act was amended, the name changing from the "National 
Centennial Act" to the "Centennial of Confederation Act". A corporation, 
designated the "Centennial Commission", headed by a Commissioner and Associate 
Commissioner, and comprised of twelve directors appointed by the Governor in 
Council, was established. The Commission's objectives were the promotion of 
interest in and the planning and implementation of programs and projects related to 
the historical significance of Canada's Centennial. The Planning Branch, Public 
Relations and Information Branch, and a Special Projects Branch were primarily 
responsible for planning the festivities and ensuring national interest in the 
celebrations (9-10 Elizabeth II Chap. 60, amended 1963, c.36). 


The National Committee, composed of two representatives from each of the 
provinces and chaired by the Secretary of State, met during the year to discuss 
details of the administration of the Centennial Grants Program and the Confed- 
eration Memorial Program. 


The National Conference on the Centennial of Confederation held its first 
meeting 15 to 16 October 1963. with the Secretary of State and not more than sixty 
members appointed by the Minister in attendance. The Conference's objective was 
the examination and assessment of plans and programs relating to Canada's 
Centennial. Conference activities were arranged according to interest with three 
standing committees established: historical, cultural, and ceremonial. All members 
participated in the operation of these committees. Four advisory sub-committees 
were also convened to cover the fields of visual arts, performing arts, exhibits, and 
historical plans (12 Elizabeth II Chap. 36). As well, an Interdepartmental Com- 
mittee was established to coordinate the programs of federal government depart- 
ments and agencies. 


Other organizations involved in the planning of Canada's Centennial were: 


The National Committee on Canada's Centennial. Reorganized with an 
extended membership, this committee was Chaired by the Minister and 
included two representatives from the federal government, two from each of 
the provinces, one from each of the territories, and the ten ministers 
responsible for provincial planning. This group frequently met concurrently 
with the National Conference. 


Provincial Centennial Organizations. Each of the ten provinces organized a 
centennial Committee or Corporation to carry out their planning and act as 
liaison with the Centennial Commission. 


The Canadian Centenary Council. This was a national body formed expressly 
to represent the private sector. Members were private citizens, local, 
provincial and national foundations, associations, and corporations, numbering 
800 in all. 


Canadian Corporation for the 1967 World Exhibition. Expo '67 was established 
20 December 1962 by Act of Parliament (II Elizabeth II Chap. 12). Although 
the Centennial Commission had no responsibility for Expo '67 it did act as 
liaison with the Corporation and assisted in its promotion wherever possible. 


4. 


RECORD GROUP 69 


CENTENNIAL COMMISSION OF CANADA 


OFFICE OF THE COMMISSIONERS AND SECRETARIAT, 1960-1970 


The records of the Office of the Commissioners and the Secretariat include 
those of the Minister, Commissioner and Chairman of the Board of Directors 
John W. Fisher, Associate Commissioner, Assistant to the Commissioners ane 
Secretary of the Centennial Commission, committees of the Commission, 


including the Board of Directors and the Executive Committee, and records of 
the Central Registry. 


MINISTER'S OFFICE, 1963-1971, 4 m (Vols. 353-372) 


The records of the Minister's office reflect the policy of the Commission 
and include such topics as press releases, submissions to Treasury Board, 
minutes and reports from committees, and proposals for the celebration 
of Canada's Centennial. 


COMMISSIONER AND CHAIRMAN OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS, 
JOHN W. FISHER, 1963-1970, 2.2 m (Vols. 373-383 and 982) 


These records include minutes of meetings of committees, submissions to 
Treasury Board, main and supplementary estimates, program planning, 
progress reports, press releases, and administrative directives. 


ASSOCIATE COMMISSIONER, 1963-1968, 2 m (Vols. 419-428) 


Records relating to policy, liaison with committees of the government 
and outside sector, e.g., Canadian Centenary Council, projects, planning, 
and minutes of meetings. 


ASSISTANT TO THE COMMISSIONERS AND SECRETARY OF THE 
CENTENNIAL COMMISSION, 1963-1968, 2.6 m (Vols. 406-418 and 992) 


Records pertaining to all aspects and functions of the Commission. 
COMMITTEES, 1960-1967, 4.4 m (Vols. 384-405) 


Minutes of meetings of the National Centennial Administration, National 
Committee, National Centennial Committee, National Conference, the 
Board of Directors, Executive Committee, Management Committee, 
Program Development Committee, Amateur Participation Committee, 
Popular Entertainment Committee, and Interdepartmental Committee. 
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CENTRAL REGISTRY, 1960-1970, 72.6 m (Vols. 1-352, 429-431, 830-831, 
935-937 and 983-991) 


The most complete records documenting the functions of the Commission 
are found in this series. Included are records of administration, finance, 
membership of committees, minutes of meetings, applications for grants, 
submissions to the publications committee and contests, promotion of the 
centennial symbol, public relations, and liaison with government depart- 
ments, provinces, municipalities, and the outside sector. 


PLANNING BRANCH, 1963-1968 


The central tasks of the Centennial Commission were performed by the 
Planning Branch, whose responsibility was to prepare and implement the 
program and projects deemed necessary for the successful celebration of 
Canada's Centennial. The Branch received and evaluated many hundreds of 
suggestions before a suitable program was approved by the Board of Directors. 


OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR OF PLANNING BRANCH, 1963-1968, .6 m 
(Vols. 433-435) 


Correspondence with divisions of the Branch, minutes of meetings, and 
planning progress reports. 


TRAIN AND CARAVANS DIVISION, 1963-1968, 3.2 m (Vols. 435-449) 


Records of the Director of the Division, as well as those concerning 
planning, design, schedules, accommodation, minutes of meetings, pub- 
licity, and operating instructions. 


CULTURAL DIVISION, 1963-1968, 1 m (Vols. 449-453) 
Included are progress reports to the Chief of the Division and records 
relating to the planning of the Youth Travel Program, Indian Partici- 
pation Program, Ethnic Program, and Folk Arts Program. 


PERFORMING ARTS DIVISION, 1963-1968, 2 m (Vols. 453-462) 


These records reflect the proposals screened by the Division as well as 
the planning and arrangements necessary for approved performances. 


ATHLETIC DIVISION, 1963-1968, 1 m (Vols. 463-467) 
The records of this Division include proposals for athletic projects, 
information on sports associations, planning the Athletics Awards 
Program, the fitness survey, and applications for grants. 


HISTORICAL DIVISION, 1963-1968, 7.2 m (Vols. 468-504) 


This Division was responsible for encouraging interest in and promoting 
participation by individuals or groups in programs of national or 


oe 


historical significance. These function 
various projects, the major one bein 
was divided into four parts: 


Ss were fulfilled by means of 
8 the Publications Program, which 


i) Grants to authors and associations 
ii) Competitions , 
a) Short stories, essays and poetry 
b) Children's books 
iii) Gifts to public libraries 
iv) Miscellaneous 
a) Canadian Anthology 
b) Anthology of Canadian literature 
Cc) Ethnic Canadiana: a series of works in the ethnic field 
d) Souvenir album of the Centennial story 


VOYAGEUR CANOE PAGEANT DIVISION, 1963-1968, .6m (Vols. 
505-507) 


These records include descriptions of the pageant route, itineraries, 
schedules, ceremonies, minutes, reports, and rules. Maps from this series 
have been transferred to the National Map Collection. 


CEREMONIAL DIVISION, 1963-1968, 6.2 m (Vols. 507-527) 


The records deal with the planning and implementation of the following 
programs: the National Capital and Surrounding Area, Community 
Improvement and Beautification, Centennial Tree and Shrub Planting, 
Son et Lumiere, Isolated Communities, Medallions, Symbolic, and Special 
Recognition. 


PUBLIC RELATIONS AND INFORMATION BRANCH, 1963-1968 


In addition to the effort of planning and organizing the celebrations for 
Canada's Centennial it was necessary, if the plans were to achieve maximum 
success, to encourage the most complete participation possible by all 
Canadians. The responsibility for arousing the interest of the whole country 
and enlisting participation in the celebrations for the entire year fell to the 
Public Relations and Information Branch. Among the methods used by the 
Branch in this effort was a monthly newsletter to inform the public of 
programs and projects of the Commission. In addition the Branch was 
responsible for arranging and preparing interviews on local and national radio 
and television, organizing press conferences, acting as liaison with the 
National Film Board and Canadian Broadcasting Corporation, and dissemi- 
nating pamphlets, facts sheets, guidelines, do-it-yourself kits, and other 
publications prepared by the Commission. The Branch maintained a reference 
section to keep abreast of all projects - both government and private sector - 
taking place across Canada. 


DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC RELATIONS AND INFORMATION, 1963-1968, 
1.2 m (Vols. 528-531 and 575-576) 


These records consist of files from the office of the Director concerning 
programs of the Commission, minutes of meetings, and correspondence. 
Volumes 575-576 contain records reflecting the Director's involvement 
with the Promotion Division. 


ASSISTANT DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC RELATIONS AND INFORMATION, 
1963-1968, 1 m (Vols. 532-536) 


Correspondence files arranged by subject concerning projects, organiza- 
tion, advertising agencies, and administration. 


COORDINATOR - PROMOTION ABROAD, 1963-1968, 1.6 m (Vols. 
574-581) 


These records reflect the promotion of Canada's Centennial abroad | 
through magazines and articles, scrapbooks, correspondence, and minutes 
of meetings. 


PUBLICITY DIVISION, 1963-1968, 3 m (Vols. 537-551, 832-833 and 981) 


This Division consisted of seven units - National Publicity, French Media, 
Confederation Train and Caravans, Athletics and Voyageur Canoe 
Pageant, Performing Arts, Women's Program, and an Audio-Visual 
Coordinator. The records concern the program and projects of the 
Commission, advertising and publication agencies, minutes of meetings, 
and correspondence. 


INFORMATION DIVISION, 1963-1968, 3.2 m (Vols. 552-566) 


The records in this series include those of the Division Chief, Associate 
Chief and Information Coordinator, as well as printed material. They 
consist of speeches delivered by John Fisher, subject correspondence 
files of the Commission's projects, drafts of the "Centennial Bulletin" 
and "John Fisher Reports", press releases, advertising, and biographical 
sketches. 


LIBRARY AND INFORMATION CENTRE, 1963-1968, 6.6 m (Vols. 
616-620, 626-756, 817-818 and 823-981) 


The Library records include newspaper clippings, reference files, press 
releases, and library copies of centennial publications, both government 
and private sector. The Library and Information Centre was responsible 
for maintaining a collection of all of the Commission's publications, a 
catalogue including all current publications having any relevance to 
Confederation, a collection of press releases and speeches to reply to 
inquiries, and a nationwide newspaper clipping depository on all of the 
Commission's activities. 
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SPEAKERS' BUREAU, 1963-1968, 1.4 m (Vols. 
834-835) 


982-588, 647-651 and 
These records include correspondence files of the Bureau and subject 


files arranged by the speaker's name. An index t i 
in volume 830, file 13-1-13-210. SEES a Eka eae 


Raeeeeeyeay DIVISION, 1963-1968, 1.6 m (Vols. 568-570, 589, 832 and 


This Division was responsible for the promotion of the "Centennial 
Symbol" and review of applications for its use and production. The 
records consist of subject files relating to promotion of the Centennial 
correspondence regarding the use of the symbol, and requisitions for 
promotional aids. 


PUBLICATION DIVISION, 1963-1968, .4 m (Vols. 567-568 and 979-980) 
Correspondence files concerning the publications of the Commission. 
GENERAL, 1963-1968, 4.8 m (Vols. 590-611 and 625-626) 


Included are records of the National Program, minutes of Centenary 
Council meetings, the Branch Registry records, and those records 
received from Regional Offices. 


REGIONAL OFFICES, 1963-1968 


The Centennial Commission opened Regional Offices to work with provincial 
authorities in coordinating projects and to serve as on-the-spot information 
offices for press, radio and television representatives, as well as the general 
public. The records consist of files of the Director, located in Ottawa, and of 
representatives located in each of the provinces. 


DIRECTOR OF REGIONAL OFFICES, 1963-1968, 4 m (Vols. 796-810 and 
813-817) 


Correspondence, minutes of meetings, memoranda, and reports relating 
to the activities of the Director. 


REGIONAL OFFICES, 1963-1968, 8.2 m (Vols. 757-795 and 811-813) 


Subject files relating to various aspects of Centennial planning and 
programs as carried out through the Regional Offices located in each 
province. The records are arranged by province. 
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